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There’s an interesting little note at the end of A Feast for Crows. 
Being the fourth in the seven book A 
Song of Ice and Fire series, writer George RR 
Martin decided to split what was originally 
intended to be one novel into two, leaving 
A Feast for Crows and A Dance with 
Dragons (the fifth in the unfinished series) 
covering the same time-frame, but with 
each only following the stories of certain, 
geographically separated characters.  
Martin pinned the need for a split on 
having written too much for just one book. 
“I was still writing when it dawned on 
me that the book had become too big to 
publish in a single volume… and I wasn’t 
closed to finished yet. To tell all the story 
that I wanted to tell, I was going to have to 
cut the book in two,” he said in a two-page 
letter at the end of  A Feast for Crows. 
This all makes sense, and I don’t blame 
Martin for making that decision, but the 
split isn’t why I’m bringing up the letter. 
Martin explained that he had 
written far too much for just one book 
in a letter dated June 2005—meaning 
that by the publication of A Feast for 
Crows, the infamously slow writer 
had a head start on what would later 
become A Dance with Dragons. 
In the letter, he wrote: “Tyrion, 
Jon, Dany, Stannis and Melisandre, 
Davos Seaworth, and all the rest of 
the characters you love or love to hate 
will be along next year (I devoutly 
hope) in A Dance with Dragons.”
 I was a little confused by the timing 
of all that—having come to the Game of 
Thrones bandwagon a bit late, around 
season four—because, as someone avidly 
waiting for George’s sixth book, The Winds 
of Winter, I couldn’t wrap my head around 
the fact that he published the fifth in 2006. 
It turned out that I, along with Martin, 
was wrong on that date, as A Dance with 
Dragons released in 2011... five years after 
the publication date that he had hoped for. 
And that brings us to present day: 
2018. It has been seven long and gruelling 
years of waiting for the sixth addition to 
the A Song of Ice and Fire series. Seven 
years of abandoned deadlines, fears 
of the show catching up to the novels, 
ambiguous blog posts from Martin himself, 
and the tease of sample chapters. 
I began a re-read of this series about 
half a year ago, figuring that by the time I 
finished there would be a fresh, new George 
RR Martin novel awaiting me at the finish 
line…. And oh, how I was sorely mistaken. 
Each new year brings new speculation 
as to when the story of Westeros will 
continue, and each new year brings a new 
sense of “Are you kidding me?” with it. 
At this point, the show may even 
finish up before the second-to-last novel 
in the series is released, divulging all the 
secrets, plot-twists, and big finales before 
they’re even put down on the medium 
from which they were born upon. 
I’d love to say that I’ll hold off on 
watching the last season of Game of Thrones 
until I’ve read A Song of Ice and Fire’s final 
installment, but keeping myself spoiler-
free for 10+ years is a little much to ask. 
We’re obviously not going to get 
A Dream of Spring (the seventh and—
apparently—final novel in the series) by 
the time Game of Thrones’ eighth and 
final season airs in 2019, but, for the love 
of the old gods and the new, at least give 
us Winds before it’s too late, George. 
Please. 
Cheers, 
Chandler Walter
Winter is here, George
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Metro Vancouver has been talking about banning, or at least restricting, 
the use of residential fireplaces.
According to the Metro Vancouver 
website, residential fireplaces are one of 
the biggest sources of pollution in the 
region, and much like other air pollutants, 
the smoke from fireplaces can cause health 
complications. Moreover, wood smoke 
contains particles that are carcinogenic. 
At this point, however, there 
are no laws that stop residents from 
using wood stoves or fireplaces. 
“Residents are not prohibited from 
using a wood stove or fireplace provided 
they meet the conditions of the GVRD 
Air Quality Management Bylaw,” the 
Metro Vancouver website states.   
The lack of regulation may 
soon end. According to the Metro 
Vancouver website, they want to 
have a serious conversation about 
the problem and how to solve it. 
“Metro Vancouver is seeking input 
on introducing a phased approach to 
regulating residential wood smoke 
emissions from indoor residential wood 
burning in the region,” the website says. 
Metro Vancouver has already 
hosted several events that provided 
information and a chance for residents 
to voice their opinions, but there will 
be more opportunities to contribute to 
the discussion. The Metro Vancouver 
website has an online comment 
form you can fill out, and you can 
also contact them via email. 
Not all residents are happy with the 
proposed legislation. Steve Norman, a 
New Westminster resident, expressed 
his frustration to the New West Record.
“They are looking at $700 for an insert 
for each fireplace. It’s ridiculous,” he told 
the Record. “I think the idea of cutting 
down the atmospheric pollution is fine, 
but what are you going to do about all the 
other atmospheric causes? Fireplaces, 
I think, are a minor portion of it. The 
major portion is things like trucks and 
cars and industrial things. A thing that 
a lot of people don’t realize is how much 
cleaner the air is now than it used to be.”
Metro Vancouver has published 
a bylaw development consultation 
paper that suggests new legislation 
could be fully implemented by 2025.
“A phased approach is being 
proposed to the implementation of 
the potential regulation to manage 
residential wood smoke from indoor 
residential wood burning,” the paper says. 
“Summer restrictions could start in 2020, 
registration requirements for indoor wood 
burning appliances could apply from 2022, 
and restrictions on emissions of wood 
smoke could apply from September 2025.”
Metro Vancouver considers 
residential fireplace ban
ö∠ Some say other pollutants 
should be addressed first
Colten Kamlade
Staff Reporter
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Several Douglas College students spoke directly to the college’s 
senior management team about 
international student fees and other 
concerns at a budget consultation 
meeting on February 2.
Each year the college holds 
a forum where students can learn 
about the college’s proposed budget 
for the upcoming fiscal year and 
provide feedback. The DSU recently 
criticized the consultation process, 
saying that few students attended 
the consultations in previous years 
because of poor advertising and possibly 
due to other accessibility issues. 
Approximately 30 people attended 
the forum this year. About half in 
attendance were college staff, while 
the other half were students—most 
of whom were representatives from 
the DSU. There was a slideshow 
presentation of the college’s proposed 
budget, followed by a feedback session 
where members of the audience were 
invited to speak to college officials.
International student tuition 
increases were perhaps the most 
contentious issue. Tracey Szirth, chief 
financial officer for Douglas College, said 
during the presentation that the college 
increased international student tuition 
by 1.9 per cent annually for three years, 
but they received feedback from students 
who said annual increases were difficult 
to plan for. Consequently, the college 
increased international student tuition 
by 9.4 per cent in the 2017/2018 fiscal 
year, but there will be no international 
student tuition increases for the following 
two years, according to Szirth.
“We did hear from international 
students, though, that was problematic to 
keep increasing each year, when they’ve 
planned for their two years or three years 
on a budget, so in [the 2017/2018 budget] 
we increased [international student 
tuition] one time,” she said. “We’re not 
planning for any tuition increase for 
international students for the 2018/2019 
budget [or the following year.]”
Christen McDonald, an international 
student who studies environmental 
science at Douglas College, blasted 
the 9.4 per cent international 
student tuition increase during the 
feedback portion of the forum.
“Douglas College unexpectedly 
raised my tuition fees for fall 2017 by 
9.4 per cent with no warning to the 
people paying that,” she said. “Like many 
international students, my parents are 
not wealthy. With uncapped tuition 
increases, my education is at stake.”
McDonald also criticized the 
fact that post-secondary institutions 
in British Columbia are increasingly 
reliant on international student 
tuition as a source of revenue.
“Because of the prime location, 
and the Douglas College recruiters who 
came to my high school, I knew BC was 
where I wanted to be. But there was 
one thing they forgot to tell me—that 
I was an economic commodity,” she 
said. “I am here today to tell you that I 
am not a revenue-generating unit.” 
Guangwei Ouyang, vice president 
of international education for Douglas 
College, responded to McDonald. 
He acknowledged that international 
students pay significantly more for 
their education than domestic students 
do, but he said international student 
tuition is lower at Douglas College 
than it is at comparable schools.
“I never see you as a revenue-
generator,” Ouyang said. “I agree with you 
that in some ways your tuition fees are 
higher, three times or four times higher, 
than domestic students’, but if you really 
compare Douglas College tuition fees 
with other similar institutes, historically 
we are always not really in the high end.”
Prabh Hundal, director of 
college relations for the DSU, said 
the students’ union appreciates the 
effort Douglas College makes to 
engage students in the budget process 
because it is more than other post-
secondary institutions would do, but 
there is still room for improvement.
“Apart from a small group of students 
which the DSU organizes every year, 
there’s no large engagement. This makes 
us think that maybe this format does 
not work. There must be a better way to 
do this,” she said. “I was present at last 
year’s consultation. There have definitely 
been many positive, visible changes. I 
see a lot more students here than last 
year. That said, there does need to be 
more meaningful dialogue in different 
ways to reach more students. I think the 
DSU and the college can work together 
to ensure there is more diverse input.”
Dave Taylor, vice president of public 
affairs for Douglas College, responded to 
Hundal. He said the college made changes 
to the consultation process in response 
to the DSU’s concerns last year, and that 
the college is open to working with the 
DSU to further improve the consultation.
“We also believe there is a real 
value in having a dialogue with students 
about these issues. [It’s] really important 
from a transparency perspective, 
obviously, but also from an educational 
perspective,” he said. “For next year, 
absolutely, we would love to work 
with the DSU and develop some more 
methods of engagement with students.”
College administrators hear student 
feedback at budget consultation
ö∠ Concern expressed about international student fees
On January 26, the New Westminster Police Department (NWPD) 
announced they would be reforming the 
way they handle sexual assault cases. This 
was prompted by the February 2017 Globe 
and Mail investigative series “Unfounded”, 
which discovered they dismissed 27 per 
cent rate of sexual assault allegations. 
Almost a year after the release of 
“Unfounded”, the NWPD has announced 
a new unit dedicated to investigating 
sexual assault cases, according to a 
press release from the NWPD. 
Sgt. Jeff Scott, media relations 
officer for the NWPD, said the 
police department conducted an 
internal review of their sexual assault 
procedures following “Unfounded.”
“The result was the creation of a 
Specialized Investigations Unit, and we are 
happy to share this announcement with 
the community,” he said in the release.
This new task force will adopt 
the same model used for domestic 
violence cases, which pairs specially 
trained investigating officers with 
community counsellors. The NWPD 
said this will provide the best 
service possible for survivors.
“This model ensures timely access to 
support for the victim that continues from 
the time of reporting the crime through 
to the end of the criminal process and 
beyond if required,” stated the release.
Det. Judy Robertson, a detective 
in the Special Investigations Unit, said 
sexual assault is one of the most personal 
forms a trauma a survivor can experience. 
“We are hopeful that a dedicated 
unit offering a victim-centered approach 
will be a step in the right direction,” 
she said in the press release.
The NWPD, along with other 
members of the BC Association of 
Municipal Chiefs of Police (BCAMCP), 
had previously declined to complete an 
18-question survey provided to them 
by The Globe and Mail, which aimed at 
determining the steps being taken in light 
of the series findings. The president of 
BCAMCP and chief of the Delta Police 
Department, Neil Dubord, wrote in 
an August 2017 letter to the paper that 
the member departments were instead 
independently reviewing previous cases 
classified as “unfounded” as well as their 
policies for cases moving forward. 
The letter, which is available 
on the Globe and Mail website, 
says that the BCAMCP had noticed 
inconsistencies in how allegations 
were dealt with. It states that this 
explains how cases were investigated. 
“These issues relate to whether or 
not the offence should be classified as 
a sexual assault in the first place, how 
the thoroughness of the associated 
investigations are documented and, 
finally, how the results of the investigation 
are coded,” Dubord wrote in the letter.
New Westminster police announce 
new unit for sexual assault cases
ö∠ Changes follow national investigation by Globe and Mail
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Those wishing to contact the 
NWPD’s Special Investigations 
Unit, who provide assistance 
to all gender identities, 
can call 604-525-5411.
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The International Olympic Committee has announced that both South Korea 
and North Korea will be on the same team 
in the 2018 Winter Olympic games, which 
will be held in Pyeongchang, Korea. 
Instead of athletes from the two 
countries being in two separate teams, 
both countries will be under a unified 
flag and they will be called Korea. Also, 
their women’s hockey team will consist 
of players from both South Korea and 
North Korea. If an athlete in the team 
gets a medal, it will be a win for both 
countries, which could reduce tensions 
between the countries. Korea has a lot 
of great athletes and they could even get 
the most gold medals during the games.
Pyeongchang wanted to host the 
winter Olympic games and they had 
three attempts to get them. Their first 
two attempts were in 2003 and 2007, 
but they were beaten by Vancouver 
and Sochi, respectively. Now the 
Olympics are coming back to South 
Korea since they hosted the summer 
Olympic games in Seoul in 1988. 
In 2003, North Korea was 
beginning to develop a nuclear 
missile and have made significant 
progress towards that goal since 
then, causing tensions most noteably 
between North Korea and America.
Also, the South Korean athletes 
are starting to get along with the North 
Korean athletes and it shows the spirit 
of the Olympics, which prioritizes 
people from different nations coming 
together and bonding over shared 
passion for sports. While this could help 
calm the situation, the United States 
is watching closely. Donald Trump’s 
use of the words “fire and fury” and his 
denouncement of North Korea during 
his recent state-of-the-union speech 
are still fresh in everyone’s minds.
Russian athletes will be in the 
games this year, though they will be 
under the Olympic flag because of the 
country being banned from the games 
due to a doping scandal. While at least 
400 Russian athletes will be part of 
the games after strict drug testing, the 
chairman of Olympic Broadcasting 
Services, Richard Pound, thinks that the 
IOC should do more to prevent Russia 
from doping in another Olympic games, 
according to a report by CBC News.
According to CBC News, Russian 
speed skater Olaf Graf will not be 
going to the games because most of her 
teammates are not allowed to go with her. 
The Canadian Olympic Team will 
likely get a lot of medals during the 
games as well. Many of the athletes on 
the Canadian team will retire this year 
including bobsledder Kaillie Humphries, 
figure skaters Tessa Virtue, Scott Moir, 
and Patrick Chan, and short track speed 
skater Marianne St-Gelais. The Canadian 
men’s hockey team will consist of former 
NHL players and hockey players that are 
in other leagues because NHL players 
cannot go to the games this year. 
Something to watch for in curling 
is mixed doubles curling which is one 
of the new winter sports in the games 
this year. Kaitlyn Lawes and John Morris 
will act as heads of the Canadian team.
One of the local athletes that is in 
the team this year is Coquitlam’s Larkyn 
Austman in women’s figure skating.
If you have ever wanted to start up a business, but were unsure 
of where to begin, then you may 
want to visit Business LinQ. 
Business LinQ is a resource located in 
Coquitlam City Hall, near the Guildford 
Way entrance. According to the City 
of Coquitlam website, Business LinQ 
will give you the knowledge to start 
and operate a business in Coquitlam. 
They will provide you with information 
on permits and regulatory processes—
which includes such things as licensing, 
zoning, inspections, and building, 
plumbing, and sign permits—and 
programs that support local businesses. 
According to the City of Coquitlam 
website, Business LinQ will help improve 
businesses that seek their help. 
“The idea is to provide more 
personalized assistance to help Coquitlam 
business owners save time, avoid costly 
mistakes, and get the information they 
need to thrive,” the website says. 
According to Aaron Hilgerdenaar, 
business services liaison for the City 
of Coquitlam, the service is open 
to any interested entrepreneur. 
“The Business LinQ is an 
accessible resource for anyone. It is a 
resource centre for businesses looking 
to set up in Coquitlam. We provide 
referral services to business support 
services and provide information on 
Coquitlam specific permitting and 
licensing requirements,” he said in 
an interview with the Other Press. 
“The City decided to add 
this service as a customer service 
enhancement for businesses looking 
to set up, to provide them extra 
assistance navigating City processes.”
 Hilgerdenaar also mentioned 
that the City grants thousands of 
new business permits every year. 
“We licence more than 6,600 
businesses on an annual basis,” he said. 
If you can’t make the trip to city 
hall, there are alternative methods to 
get in touch with staff. It is possible 
to get advice over phone, email, and 
through video-chat appointments. 
The service is expected to 
improve over time, as the city collects 
data from local entrepreneurs. 
“Information collected by Business 
LinQ—such as user data, business 
trends, and impacts of policies 
and City practices—will be used to 
enhance services to businesses over 
time and to drive future evidence-
based decision-making,” the 
Metro Vancouver website says. 
Analysis: The Pyeongchang 2018  
Winter Olympics are game-changing
New business service opens in Coquitlam
ö∠ Unified Korean team could ease tensions
ö∠ Business LinQ is intended to help companies off the ground
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The Business LinQ resource 
centre is on the main floor of City 
Hall near the stairs, and is open 
Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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 ! ‘RuPaul’s Drag Race All Stars’ more popu-
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If you pay any attention to the music world, especially in the last week or two, 
you’ve probably heard some complaints 
that the Grammy Awards suck—they 
pander to the big recording companies, 
they only recognize commercially 
popular, “safer” artists and ignore those 
who are more controversial, yet socially 
relevant, and they completely drop the 
ball on every genre that features newer 
and moderately progressive content. 
A glance through Grammys history 
will tell you that these criticisms are 
just as old as the awards themselves. 
The Grammy Awards were created 
as a result of the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame. When the executives of several 
major record companies were putting 
together a list of candidates for the Walk, 
they realized that many of the most 
influential players in the music industry 
didn’t meet the metrics for Walk of Fame 
stars, so they founded the Grammys to 
recognize these individuals. The first 
awards were held in May of 1959, with 
28 categories. Two of the night’s biggest 
awards—Record of the Year and Song 
of the Year—went to Italian singer-
songwriter Domenico Modungo with his 
hit “Nel Blu Dipinto di Blu (Volare).”
However, even in its early years the 
Grammys faced accusations that their 
selections were limited and outdated. 
Many musical trailblazers received 
Grammy recognition belatedly, if ever. 
According to a January Los Angeles Times 
article, Elvis Presley, who had been 
revolutionizing rock and roll since the 
’50s, only received his first award in 1967, 
and that was for a gospel recording; Bob 
Dylan similarly received his first Grammy 
in 1980, which was the inaugural award 
for Best Male Rock Vocal Performance. 
Later genres including rap, grunge, 
and other more avant-garde styles 
followed in the path of rock by being 
largely snubbed by industry bigwigs.
The Recording Academy, the 
organization of producers and other 
professionals behind the Grammys, has 
also had its share of more overt slips. 
One of their biggest flops was the 1990 
Best New Artist award given to German 
R&B singers Milli Vanilli, a win that was 
later revoked when the public discovered 
that the pair’s performances were lip-
synced and they hadn’t actually provided 
any of the vocals on their record. 
With this track record, some award 
recipients have been understandably 
sceptical about the honour of being 
chosen. When the category of Best Rap 
Performance was introduced in 1989, 
several of the nominees—including 
winners DJ Jazzy Jeff & The Fresh 
Prince—boycotted the ceremony 
because their category was not being 
televised, which they felt was an insult 
to the rapidly rising hip-hop world.
Maynard James Keenan of the metal 
band Tool, in a 2002 interview with NY 
Rock, called the Grammys “nothing more 
than some gigantic promotional machine 
for the music industry.” Plenty of other 
innovative artists who have completely 
reshaped music have similarly pointed 
out the elitism, conservatism, and blatant 
commercialism of the whole process.
Since 1958, the Recording Academy 
has been constantly shifting the 
categories for the Grammys by adding, 
merging, and cutting genres as they 
scramble to catch up to musical tastes. 
They underwent their largest overhaul 
ever for the 2012 awards, most notably 
getting rid of the separate awards for 
male and female vocal performances and 
combining many smaller categories. 
However, for many musicians and 
other critics of the Recording Academy, 
the gender merger has created an 
increasingly patriarchal environment 
where the majority of top awards are 
given to men. Last week’s 60th Grammy 
Awards seemed to exemplify this 
prejudice, with the notable scarcity of 
female winners and one much-criticized 
comment by Recording Academy 
President Neil Portnow that women 
need to “step up” in the industry.
Across issues of gender, race, cultural 
background, and more, the Grammys 
have long struggled to prove their 
relevance, yet they seem to be failing 
more and more. According to Forbes, 
the viewership for the 2018 Grammys 
dropped about 24 per cent compared to 
last year’s show. Music has always been 
a primary avenue for expressing ideas of 
how to move forward as a society, and this 
awards show run by industry executives 
has been especially slow to catch on.
The shower: The most convenient, non-judgmental, sequestered space 
for honing your vocal talents. There’s 
nothing quite like a hot, steamy, soapy 
session of serenading yourself and your 
bathroom. However, sometimes you don’t 
want to just belt out whatever annoying 
Top 40 song you have in your head at the 
moment, so here is a convenient list of 
some shower classics to try out next time.
Whitney Houston – “I Will 
Always Love You” (1992)
Such an iconic song and such a great 
vocal cord workout with its characteristic 
melisma. This song is especially 
awesome for its lyrical simplicity—sure, 
there are other verses, but the chorus 
is really all you need. Also, soulfully 
belting “I Will Always Love You” in 
public is generally frowned upon, so 
it’s best reserved for the shower.
Any Disney Song
An obvious choice, since these songs 
are designed for ultimate singalong-
ability. Personally, I advocate for “I’ll 
Make a Man Out of You” from Mulan, 
especially if you’re the morning shower 
type, because it’s sure to start your day 
off with proper motivation. “Under 
the Sea” from The Little Mermaid is 
also quite thematically fitting.
Green Day – “Boulevard of 
Broken Dreams” (2004)
Let’s assume you’re alone in the tiny 
enclosed space of your shower stall, 
which is perfect for singing about your 
inescapable isolation. It’s just you, 
your own fogged-up reflection, and the 
steam-muffled echo of your own voice 
reminding you that you walk alone.
Harry Chapin – “Cat’s in 
the Cradle” (1974)
A timeless folk tune with a relatively 
simple yet lively melody. Since showers 
have such a distinguished reputation 
for nurturing thoughts, they’re ideal 
spaces for imagining your entire future 
over the course of one song. Luckily, 
the shower will also wash away all 
the tears that your overly-emotional 
rendition will no doubt incur. 
Queen – “Bohemian Rhapsody” (1975)
Hands down the best shower song. 
“Bohemian Rhapsody” starts off with 
just vocals, so you don’t even have to 
hum any introductory instrumentals to 
compensate. The song then gradually 
builds into sheer epicness, so you can 
demonstrate all of your passionate vocal 
dexterity in choral, balladic, and operatic 
genres. If you really want to impress 
your roommates (who can probably 
hear you far more clearly than they’d 
like), launch straight from “Bohemian 
Rhapsody” into Don McLean’s “American 
Pie”—also a good way to time your 
shower to be approximately 14 minutes.
The best songs to sing in the shower
ö∠ For the best spot to practice your cantabile skills
A note on history: Grammy 
gaffes from past to present
ö∠ Six decades of being behind the times
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
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MT Promises Productions, creators of Comedians in Cosplay Doing 
Comedy, are back at it again with their 
new show DEAD Talks: Ideas Worth 
Rejecting, a parody of the widely known 
international TED Talks series.
The Other Press was able to get a 
preview on the show with Megan Milton, 
who is co-producing the event alongside 
Tanner McCoolman. Milton is also the 
producer and host of The Old Crow 
Comedy Sho in New Westminster.
Milton spoke about how 
DEAD Talks came to life:
“I know this person who’s constantly 
bouncing from dumb side hustle to 
dumb side hustle,” she said. “I went on 
a rant about kids from nice families 
having so much self-esteem they can’t 
survive adulthood. My coworker said, 
‘I look forward to your TED Talk.’ I 
was like, holy shit this is a great idea 
for a show! When I suggested the 
show idea to Tanner, he ran with it.” 
DEAD Talks features a 
plethora of talented local comics, 
and Milton shared with the Other 
Press some of her favourites.
 “I’m excited for the headliner, 
Simon King’s ‘Keynote’ speech. I don’t 
really know what he’s doing yet but 
he’s very, very excited about it. When 
Simon King is excited about something 
it’s bound to be amazing. Chris James is 
emceeing and he does character comedy 
(and prank calls alt-right internet radio 
shows). He’s created an entire Thought 
Breeder™ character for the show and 
that’s going to be great as well.”
Co-producers Megan Milton and 
Tanner McCoolman, The Comedy 
Shocker’s Mark Hughes and Sam Tonning, 
Queerprov’s Julia Stretch, Blanket Fort’s 
Emma Cooper, Askon Mohammadi, and 
Rory Dunn will also be sharing hilarious, 
if not questionable, ideas at the show.
“We’ve done a great job of mixing 
up the topics and style of humour on 
the show,” said Milton “Everything is 
satire. People are going to express lots of 
passionate fake opinions. We have talks 
about business, morality, philanthropy, 
and just absurdly stupid things. 
Everybody will laugh at something.”
Advanced tickets for the 
show cost $10, but Corporate Plus 
tickets are also available.
“For $350 you get a name tag, a 
lanyard, and eye contact with Simon King, 
if he feels like it,” said Milton. “You will 
also be the only person at the show with a 
name tag, so everyone will know you are 
very important and have lots of money.”
If the show turns out successful, 
Vancouver can expect more ideas 
worth rejecting in the future.
RuPaul’s Drag Race is back, with the third season of All Stars having 
premiered on January 25, and fans are 
clearly excited to see some of their 
favourite drag queens returning to the 
competition. This premiere was the 
most-watched episode of Drag Race to 
date, with 895,000 viewers tuning in on 
VH1, and that stat doesn’t even include 
those of us who watched it online later 
that night. The episode also boasted 
the highest ratings of the series.
Since moving to VH1, the show has 
had more viewership than ever, and it 
has won three Emmy Awards. According 
to Vice, Drag Race is now the number-
one non-sports cable program among 
18 to 49-year-olds. So why has this 
show gained so much popularity? Well, 
in 2016, the eighth season was put on 
Canadian Netflix, opening the show up 
to a much wider audience and gaining 
a new, more mainstream fanbase. 
Apart from that, drag performance 
is been becoming more mainstream 
in general. It is accepted as an art form 
now more than ever, with artists both 
on and off Drag Race bringing more 
conceptual ideas into their drag. Queens 
on the show have increasingly been 
showcasing art, with competitors such 
as Nina Bo’Nina Brown and Kim Chi 
bringing looks to the runway that show 
how drag is about much more than 
simply presenting as an exaggeration 
of typically “female” gender signifiers. 
The show is also a wonderful 
platform to talk about issues in the 
LGBTQ+ community. They have had 
gay veterans on the show discuss what 
it was like to have served during a time 
where they had to hide their sexuality. 
The queens have talked about coming 
out, challenges with their families, 
addiction, mental health, and loss. 
Season nine contained a powerful 
moment on the show where they talked 
about the devastating mass shooting at 
Pulse Nightclub. Also in season nine, 
Peppermint was the first transgender 
woman to make it to the final three. Sasha 
Velour, season nine’s winner, has used 
their platform to talk about LGBTQ+ 
issues. LGBTQ+ audiences are tuning 
into the show not only for entertainment, 
but also for these discussions, and to 
see queer people represented in such an 
interesting way. We are making progress 
with LGBTQ+ representation on TV, 
but it still isn’t quite there, and Drag 
Race is a perfect example of the kind of 
entertainment we need to see more of.
Walking into the Werk Room for 
All Stars 3 are queens from a variety of 
past seasons: Morgan McMichaels from 
season two, Shangela from two and 
three, BenDeLaCreme and Milk from 
season six, Trixie Mattel and Kennedy 
Davenport from season seven, Thorgy 
Thor and Chi Chi Devayne from season 
eight, Aja from season nine, and the 
mystery tenth queen, BeBe Zahara 
Benet from season one, the only past 
winner to ever compete on All Stars. 
The episode began with a reading 
mini-challenge, won by Ben. Then the 
competitors brought their talents to 
the “All-Star Variety Show,” with Ben 
and Aja earning top two spots. Ben 
cinched the win with her hilarious 
adaptation of “Anaconda” in the “Lip-
Sync for Your Legacy” challenge, 
and Morgan was sent home. 
So far, it seems like the season is 
going to follow roughly the same format 
as All Stars 2, with the top two queens 
lip-syncing for the win and the winner 
choosing who goes home from the bottom 
two. We’ve already seen a bit of a change-
up, with Ben sending Morgan home 
because she didn’t agree with her strategy 
of sending the biggest competition 
home. This could start a trend of queens 
sending each other home for reasons 
apart from the judges’ critiques. 
This season of Drag Race should 
be very interesting to say the least, and 
fans can look forward to discussions 
about important LGBTQ+ issues, while 
watching one of the most thoroughly-
entertaining shows on television.
D
EA
D
 T
al
ks
 lo
g
o
Pr
o
m
o
ti
o
n
al
 im
ag
e 
fo
r 
‘R
u
Pa
u
l’s
 D
ra
g 
R
ac
e:
 A
ll 
St
ar
s’
Local comedians try to be profound
‘RuPaul’s Drag Race All 
Stars’ more popular than ever
ö∠ ‘Dead Talks: Ideas Worth Rejecting’ preview
ö∠ Fans have high hopes for this season
Mercedes Deutscher
Social Media Coordinator
Veronnica MacKillop
Senior Columnist
DEAD Talks: Ideas Worth 
Rejecting will take place at 
the Fox Cabaret on February 9. 
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. with 
the show starting at 8 p.m.
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It’s a long trek from New West, but the UBC Belkin Art Gallery’s new 
exhibition is definitely worth the long 
bus ride for those with a keen interest 
in feminism and literature. Having 
opened on January 11, Beginning with the 
Seventies: GLUT explores how women 
have participated in arts and literature 
as subjects, objects, and creators. 
The centrepiece is a recreation of the 
Vancouver Women’s Bookstore, which 
opened in 1973 in response to a growing 
desire for feminist books and periodicals 
at the time. “Glut” means an excessive 
supply or abundance of something—
an excess. GLUT, then, embodies the 
wealth of feminist material available in 
the archive. Three bookcases adorn the 
walls of the gallery, filled with woman-
written titles: From I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings, by Maya Angelou; to 
Gender Trouble, by Judith Butler; and A 
Room of One’s Own, by Virginia Woolf. 
These titles, among others, were chosen 
because they were listed in a catalogue for 
the bookstore from its inaugural years. 
One of the pieces I found most 
striking in the collection was a work 
dealing with Friedrich Nietzsche’s many 
problematic writings on womanhood 
and femininity in general. The piece, 
which is set up on a tabletop, features 
seven paperbacks by the writer, titles 
that have become foundational to 
literary criticism—including Genealogy 
of Morals, The Will to Power, and 
Beyond Good and Evil. Whips made 
out of printed lines from these texts 
are placed above them, reminding the 
observer of the verbal lashings some 
of his words continue to cause. 
As an English Lit major, I’ve read 
excerpts from these works countless times 
over the course of my studies. Often, when 
working with historically-relevant literary 
documents, we have to try to separate the 
theory from the prejudice. This exhibition, 
however, says “No, no you can’t do that,” 
and the way it exposed this harmfulness 
in academia felt very powerful for me. 
The exhibition has a lot more to offer 
than the small snapshot I’ve given you, 
so you should definitely check it out. The 
people working behind the front desk 
are super welcoming and will check your 
bag (free of charge) so you aren’t bogged 
down while walking through the gallery. I 
was also able to snag a free poster during 
my visit—it wasn’t a cheesy promotional 
poster for the gallery either, but an actual 
print of one of the artists involved in 
the show, which I think is pretty cool.
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‘GLUT’ is open at UBC until April
ö∠ New exhibition a powerful look at the woman reader and writer
Jillian McMullen
Staff Writer
Lauded as “the most viral must-have app since Pokémon Go” by the 
Vancouver Sun, Google Arts & Culture 
has taken the number-one spot for most 
downloads on Android and iPhone. 
The app has been around since 2016, 
yet only now has there been a spike 
in popularity. What is it that’s been 
driving people to download an app 
that discusses, well, arts and culture?
The main reason for its newfound 
popularity is the recently-added selfie 
feature that compares the user’s ugly 
mug to famous works of art through 
facial recognition technology. However, 
this function has been criticized 
by those who fear it’s an invasion 
of privacy and who question what 
exactly Google does with a person’s 
selfie long after it’s been matched. 
Michelle Luo, Product Manager 
for Google Arts & Culture, explicitly 
stated in a blog post that “Google 
doesn’t use [a person’s] selfie for 
anything else and only keeps it for the 
time it takes to search for matches.” 
Despite people’s wariness over 
whether or not to trust the app, over 
30 million selfies have been taken 
worldwide within just a few days 
of the update. The purpose of the 
selfie feature is not only fun (and at 
times, terribly inaccurate) it’s also 
a learning tool. Once you’ve been 
matched with several paintings, you 
can click on the faces and see the 
entire painting and its description. 
However, Google Arts & Culture 
isn’t just about mildly offending you by 
comparing you to a bearded nobleman 
(every single time, no matter what 
angle the camera faces you). The app 
has access to over 1,000 art gallery 
collections from all over the world, 
allowing people who can’t afford to 
travel to Musée d’Orsay or the Kyoto 
National Museum to see the artwork in 
these collections with a single swipe. 
Take a look at Van Gogh’s work up 
close and personal, as the app allows 
you to zoom in on specific parts of 
the image. It’s almost like touching 
the painting in real life, with the 
added perk of not being immediately 
removed from the gallery for doing so.
Also, the app can take you to 
cultural landmarks by linking you to 
YouTube’s 360-degree videos. Places 
such as the fireworks of the Festa 
del Redentore can be seen with the 
360-degree video from the launch 
point view of the fireworks. Not 
unlike Google Maps’ street view, you 
can visit the Taj Mahal, Palace of 
Versailles, Alcatraz Island, and many 
other famous locations. If your phone 
is fancy enough, or you’ve made a 
cardboard viewer, you can also take 
VR tours of other beautiful art and 
cultural sites, including the Christ the 
Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro. 
Overall, this app can be used for so 
much more than a face matchup with 
various paintings around the world. 
You might download it for the selfie 
comparison, then keep it for other 
interesting features that bring you 
closer to arts and culture worldwide.
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Google Arts & Culture app 
allows you to see wonders of the world
ö∠ Not just a pretty face-swapping tool
Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
The exhibition will run 
from now until April 8, and 
admission is free—it’s on a 
school campus, after all.
Life & StyLe
Have an idea for a story? 
! lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
 ! Horoscopes’ history in pop culture
 ! Romantic dinner date options from    
Dine-Out Vancouver
 ! Simple makeup tips to step up your game
And more!
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag #DougLife, 
for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s post is by @clairemooreart
In this new-fangled age of computers and the internet, it’s not hard to find 
differing opinions if you’re longing 
for an intellectual debate. Finding 
someone with a reasonable argument? 
That’s a little trickier. Often, debating 
anything on the internet can feel like 
shouting into an echoing void that a 
million different people are already 
screaming into. Whatever point you had 
is lost in all the noise, a din that also 
disguises any valid counterarguments. 
Kialo is a website dedicated to 
changing that. It is designed specifically 
to encourage intellectual and fair debate. 
Armed with technology that lays out the 
main points of a debate—both pros and 
cons—in a visual web that can be edited 
by people involved in either public or 
private discussions, Kialo seeks to allow 
its users to organize their thoughts and 
points. This helps prevent debates from 
derailing, as they so often do on forums. 
Kialo also allows for mini-debates 
within larger discussed issues. This 
means that any point made can then be 
argued to determine validity, while still 
remaining connected and accessible 
through the larger, all-encompassing 
debate itself. This makes it a great 
platform for classrooms or businesses. 
This method of organization provides 
the tools necessary for rational debate, as 
opposed to relying on simple statements 
made by users that can be either 
uninformed or simply seeking to “troll.” 
Having a separate platform, one that 
requires an account in order to participate, 
also further deters anyone whose main 
motivation is to watch the world burn.
ö∠ Kialo review
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
Valentine’s Day is right around the corner, and in case you haven’t 
guessed by now, we here at the Other Press are a bit of an eccentric 
group. We spend most of our time locked away, writing articles on 
anything from yummy vegan deserts to which sex position supports 
the patriarchy, but even we need love. We just tend to express that love 
incredibly awkwardly, and with a lot of dad-at-a-wedding dance moves.
Here’s our list of unconventional love songs for you to 
enjoy, listen in on Spotify at http://spoti.fi/2nBwDH3
I’m Not Going to Teach Your Boyfriend How to 
Dance with You by Black Kids (Jacey)
Why I Cry by Ninja Sex Party (Ed)
Marry Me by St. Vincent (Lauren)
Paradise by the Dashboard Light by Meat Loaf (Chandler)
Me and My Bitch by The Notorious B.I.G. (Katie)
I Don’t Love You by My Chemical Romance (Jessica)
I Don’t Care by Apocolyptica (Caroline)
Closer by Nine Inch Nails (Brittney)
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
otherplaylistthe
“[Kialo] is designed specifically to 
encourage intellectual and fair debate.”
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Metrotown has a lot of great multicultural stores. In the past 
few months, a few Japanese stores have 
opened in the ground level of the of the 
mall. In August of 2017, a well-known 
Japanese department store called Muji 
opened and in October of 2017, the 
Japanese clothing store Uniqlo opened 
in Metrotown. A famous bakery from 
Toronto, Uncle Tetsu’s Cheesecake, 
will be coming to the Lower Mainland 
and added into the mall. Due to all of 
these places opening around the same 
area of Metrotown, it has earned the 
unofficial moniker “Japan Corner.”
Muji is one of the biggest department 
stores in Japan. It has everything for 
your everyday needs. In the front of 
the store there are TVs that show what 
makes their products interesting along 
with other displays that showcase their 
most popular items. They have home 
products, kitchen supplies, storage 
supplies, beauty products, clothes, 
furniture, candy, and stationary. 
During the holiday season last 
year, there was an area in the store 
where you could decorate a paper 
bag, put gifts in it, and give it to a 
store associate to sew it shut.
Uniqlo is a clothing store that 
makes clothes with Japanese quality. You 
might have heard of Uniqlo, as the store 
has sponsored famous tennis players 
including Novak Djokovic and Japan’s 
Kei Nishikori. They have a variety of 
clothes for everyone. They also feature 
activewear with technology that Uniqlo 
developed, such as their HeatTech shirts 
which keep you warm even if it is very 
cold outside. For the warm days, they 
also have AIRism shirts, which are very 
cool, smooth, stretchable, and odour-
blocking. To promote the store, Uniqlo 
did an ad campaign where they talk about 
Vancouver and the active lifestyle of the 
city that featured various residents.
Uncle Tetsu’s Cheesecake is a bakery 
in Toronto that offers Japanese-style 
cheesecakes. There will be a location 
in Metrotown in the next few months. 
I was able to visit one of their locations 
when I went to Toronto last summer. 
The cheesecake tastes great and it has 
the signature Japanese cheesecake 
texture, which differs from regular 
cheesecake in how light and airy it is. 
Muji and Uniqlo are doing 
well in Metrotown and with more 
Japanese stores opening in “Japan 
Corner,” there will be more places to 
buy uniquely Japanese products.
I was recently scrolling through Facebook, seeing my feed filled with—
as it often is—clickbait compatibility 
quizzes. I was doing a good job of 
keeping myself away from headlines like 
“Find Your Career Path Based Only on 
Colour Preference” and, “Which Friend’s 
Friend Would You Be Friends With,” 
until I scrolled past one from the ever-
trustworthy Buzzfeed: “Which Zodiac 
Sign are You Most Compatible With.” As 
surprising as it may sound, the quiz did 
not accurately guess the most recurring 
sign on the list of my ex-partners. 
I had to wonder, however, why it 
was that I knew what my exes signs 
were, especially considering my 
markedly low interest in astrology on 
the whole. Why is it that many of us 
would know that, despite similarly small 
investments in this pseudoscience?
The journalism industry played 
a huge role in cementing astrology as 
part of our day-to-day life. According 
to an article posted by the Smithsonian 
entitled “How are Horoscopes still a 
Thing?” the first newspaper horoscope 
column is generally attributed to R.H. 
Naylor. Naylor was the assistant to a 
popular astrologer among the British 
elite, Cheiro, and when bossman was 
too busy to consult the stars at the time 
of Princess Margaret’s birth, Naylor was 
tasked with determining the infant royal’s 
horoscope for the newspaper the Sunday 
Express. According to the Smithsonian, 
on August 30, 1930, the Express published 
his report which claimed that “events 
of tremendous importance to the Royal 
Family and the nation will come about 
near her seventh year,” a prediction 
that foresaw the timing of King Edward 
III’s abdication from the throne. 
After another few shockingly 
correct predictions, Naylor was given 
a weekly column in the paper. The 
author of the Smithsonian article, Linda 
Rodriguez Robbie, claims that it was in 
this advice-driven column that Naylor 
developed the use of “sun signs,” or 
what we now recognize as zodiac signs. 
They are determined by figuring out in 
which of 12 30-degree celestial zones 
the sun was positioned during your 
birth, with each zone named after an 
adjacent star constellation. For example, 
the sun spends June 21 to July 27 in 
approximately the same zone, which is 
named after the Cancer constellation. 
Just think of all those times you’ve 
been handed one of those daily small-form 
newspapers at a SkyTrain station; did you 
really read the headlines, or did you flip to 
the last page to find out what your day had 
in store for you? The funny thing is, even 
highly-respected publications like the 
Globe and Mail and even the New Yorker 
have sections dedicated to providing daily 
horoscopes for their readership. Even this 
publication has dabbled in astrological 
divinations—though, admittedly, the 
majority of our dabbling never gave the 
pretense of being in any way serious. 
This isn’t to say that you can’t find 
value in astrology—to each their own. 
Reading the stars
ö∠ Horoscopes’ history in pop culture
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
Jillian McMullen
Staff Writer
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Japan Corner
ö∠ An expanding area of Metrotown
 …in this advice-driven column that Naylor 
developed the use of ‘sun signs,’ or what 
we now recognize as zodiac signs.”
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I’m going to be honest, Valentine’s Day is not my favourite holiday. It has, 
however, raised in rank significantly 
since I began participating in yearly 
romantic rituals with my significant 
other. These rituals generally involve 
us ceremoniously sacrificing a goat to 
ensure a continued stable relationship, 
and then going to dinner.
Ask anyone, be they in a relationship 
or single, and the general go-to for 
date night is dinner and some form of 
activity where you don’t actually have 
to talk to each other all that much. 
With Valentine’s Day approaching, you 
might be feeling pressured to make 
this particular night extra special for 
the one you love, or whoever you’re 
trying to impress off of Tinder. The 
easiest way to do that, and to ensure 
the continued prosperity of your wallet, 
is to look into the various Dine-Out 
Vancouver menus provided by many 
Lower Mainland restaurants. These 
festival-specific menus are available up 
until just after Valentine’s Day, and will 
provide you and your love pony with a 
three-course meal at a set price—the 
catch being that you can’t really alter 
or substitute anything, so make sure 
your date will enjoy it before you take 
the plunge and make a reservation. 
I’ve compiled a list of what I 
believe to be some of the most romantic 
options available. I’ve filtered out 
restaurants that have mostly bar or 
large table seating, as well as ones that 
might break the bank in terms of their 
Dine-Out cost—we’re all poor students 
after all. All three of these options 
provide a three-course meal for $20.
The Bimini Public House
Located just past the Burrard Bridge, this 
place is a short bus ride from Downtown 
Vancouver. Not for the traditional couple, 
their Dine-Out menu features a slight 
Caribbean flare by employing a little 
bit of spice. It does have the perfect 
ambience for a romantic date, and the bar 
itself is a fairly historical landmark as it is 
the first in BC to acquire a Neighborhood 
Pub License, making it a unique option.
Burnaby Mountain Clubhouse
If you’re looking for something a little 
more traditional, then I suggest the 
Burnaby Mountain Clubhouse. Located 
in New Westminster, this place is 
perfect if you or your date have dietary 
restrictions, as they provide both gluten-
free and vegetarian options. Their menu 
features many specialties of the West 
Coast: steak, seafood, and some of the 
best seasonal mushroom dishes, not to 
mention a Black Forest Mousse that looks 
like it will be a Valentine’s Day favourite. 
The Clough Club
I wouldn’t term the Clough Club really 
a restaurant—their strength lies in their 
delicious cocktails. They have, however, 
provided the perfect Dine-Out menu 
to compliment said cocktails, and as 
they are a cocktail bar, their ambience is 
second to none for the $20 price tag. Their 
menu is focused more on tapas, so if you 
don’t feel like stuffing your face before 
the big night you can indulge in their 
mini-menu, and maybe a few drinks!
Makeup is an art, there’s no doubt about it. It’s also intensely 
individualistic, because the canvases 
upon which we practice our art—our 
faces—are all unique, which makes 
it a challenge to learn and to teach. 
However, no matter who you are, if 
you’re warm, neutral, or cool, or if you 
have no idea what those terms mean, 
there are some universal tips that can 
help dial up your look to a solid 10/10. 
Invest in a fluffy blending brush
I absolutely cannot stress how much 
of a difference having a proper fluffy 
eyeshadow blending brush can make. If 
you can only afford one or two brushes—
or even just one brush—I beg you, add one 
of these to your makeup arsenal. It covers 
and smooths all manner of sins, and can 
make a 5-minute rush job look like a 
45-minute $50 makeover from Sephora. 
Even if you’re smearing eyeshadow on 
with your fingers (we’ve all done it), if 
you finish with this brush, everything 
will look smooth and professional. 
Don’t neglect your primer
When I started experimenting with 
makeup, I completely misunderstood the 
purpose of primer, and I partially blame 
that on how primer was marketed. I would 
apply primer buying in on promises of 
“skin perfection” and “reduced blemishes.” 
I was basically expecting an effect similar 
to that of a tinted moisturizer, and I was 
vastly underwhelmed by the results. 
I ignored primer for years, basically 
assuming it was an invisible product made 
up by makeup companies to wring more 
money out of the masses. I would then 
wonder why my foundation was patchy 
and would oxidize so quickly, and why 
my eyeshadow kept creasing after only 
an hour or two of wear. The best I can 
do to describe the importance of primer 
is this: You wouldn’t cook anything in 
a pan without adding oil or butter first, 
right? Primer is the cohesive force that 
keeps your makeup on your face, and 
that helps blend everything in a way that 
looks smooth and natural. It perfects 
the texture of your face, and places a 
barrier between your makeup and the 
oils that your skin naturally secretes 
that would break the makeup down.
Sharpen your eyeshadow 
with makeup remover
Especially if you don’t have a lot of 
lid space to deal with, eyeshadow can 
blend out towards your temples in 
unflattering ways. Fix this by taking a 
cloth dampened with a little makeup 
remover and carefully shape the edges 
of your eyeshadow. I like to start from 
the outer corner of my eye and swipe 
upwards, following the general shape of 
how I might draw my winged eyeliner. 
This will instantly give your eyeshadow 
a controlled and professional edge.
Do your eye makeup first
For a long time, I was baffled by makeup 
gurus on YouTube and their penchant 
for doing their eyes first, and the rest of 
their face afterwards. For me, the face was 
the canvas you built up from—it didn’t 
make sense to start with the eyes when 
they were, to me, the icing on the cake. 
I also used to use a giant kabuki brush 
to dust setting powder all over my face 
(including the eyes) after blending out 
my foundation, so I think I was worried 
about fallout from the powder in my 
eyeshadow. However, when I started using 
makeup wipes to sharpen my eyeshadow, 
I realized it didn’t make sense to set my 
foundation first, only to have to wipe 
bits away and start over thanks to fallout 
and shaping. The order I tend to do 
my makeup in now is eyeshadow, face, 
eyebrows, eyeliner, setting spray, mascara, 
lips. This allows me greater control over 
how I mitigate eyeshadow shape and 
fallout without having to worry about 
getting pigment all over my foundation. 
Figure out what your eye shape is, 
and learn how to work with it
I was in denial about having hooded eyes 
for a long time. I figured that when I lifted 
my eyebrows and closed my eyes, you 
could see my eyeshadow, and that was 
good enough. I would do thick lines of 
eyeliner, enough that the little lid space 
that I had would look completely black 
when my eyes were open—something 
I’m still occasionally guilty of. It was only 
when I acknowledged my eye shape and 
started working with it that I began to 
really make my eyes shine. There are 
plenty of tutorials for all kinds of eye 
shapes—hooded, downturned, round, 
wide-set, mono-lid, almond, etc. No one 
eye shape is better than any other, and 
the moment you start working with the 
eyes you have rather than the eyes you 
want, you’ll notice a drastic difference 
in the overall look of your makeup.
Pre-planning 
Valentine’s Day 
with Dine-Out
Simple makeup tips 
to step up your game
ö∠ Romantic dinner date options 
from Dine-Out Vancouver
ö∠ Sweating the small stuff might 
just glam up your look
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
Rebecca Peterson
Assistant Editor
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Just a few months ago, I was mugged at knifepoint. Although a jarring 
experience, after going through everything 
I realized how lucky I was to have only 
been mugged. If it had been someone who 
wanted to do physical harm to me they 
easily could have; I didn’t have anything 
that could have protected me, nor was 
there anything I could have done or said 
to defend myself if the situation turned 
that way. I realized that I was and still am 
vulnerable, and I had to do something 
about it. I thought about taking self-defence 
or kick-boxing classes but they are either 
too expensive, far away, or I just don’t 
have the time for them. Instead, I looked 
to purchasing self-defence weapons as a 
final resort, but unfortunately, all weapons 
used for self-defence—pepper spray, mace, 
tasers, and the like—are currently illegal in 
Canada. I, and many women who wish to 
have something to defend themselves (or 
even just have a little peace of mind), have 
very few options. 
According to Statistics Canada, a 
higher risk of sexual assault is noted 
among those who are women, young, 
single, Aboriginal, LGBTQ+, or with poorer 
mental health. These are the people that 
are disadvantaged because self-defence 
weapons are illegal. You can’t expect 
everyone to know self-defence, or even to 
be able to defend themselves when put in 
a dangerous situation, so by criminalizing 
anything that can be used as a weapon for 
self-defence, a lot of women—or anyone 
that has reason to feel unsafe—are being 
put at risk. The only thing that leaves to 
use in a dangerous situation is an air horn 
or any noise-making machine, but that 
does very little in terms of defence, or even 
offence, and if you burst the assaulter’s 
eardrum with the air horn you can get in a 
lot of trouble. It’s hard to tell who is really 
being protected under these laws. 
The laws surrounding what 
constitutes as a weapon is confusing, even 
contradictory at times. In an interview 
with The Coast, Halifax Regional Police 
spokesperson Pierre Bourdages said: “You 
have the right to defend yourself, but you 
can’t be carrying pepper spray or knives 
or guns for that purpose. If your intent to 
carry these weapons is to either defend 
yourself or to harm someone, you could be 
charged with carrying a concealed weapon.” 
In other words, you can defend yourself, 
but you can’t use anything to aid in your 
defence. If it were a case of a woman being 
assaulted by someone bigger and stronger 
than her, a defence weapon may be the only 
thing that would help, but because of the 
laws surrounding self-defence weapons she 
may be in trouble for even carrying such an 
item. Because of this, women often resort 
to disguising their self-defence weapons 
(usually knives) to look like everyday 
objects like lipstick or a hairbrush, and 
knives are a lot less safe for everyone than 
just pepper spray. If women want to or 
feel the need to carry something for self-
defence, they will do it whether it’s illegal 
or not because they have no other means of 
defence. 
As per the Criminal Code, a weapon 
is considered anything that can be used 
or intended for injury, death, or even to 
intimidate someone, but that can mean 
pretty much anything, so it really all 
depends on your intentions. By this logic, 
if you carry a pencil with the intent of 
stabbing someone in the eye with it, you 
can get in trouble. Similarly, if you take a 
knife to a park to cut a watermelon, you’re 
fine, but to carry a knife while walking 
down a dark street in the middle of the 
night in case you feel unsafe is where you 
can get into trouble. Pepper spray and 
tasers are no different; you can use them for 
protecting yourself against a wild animal if 
need be, but it’s illegal if you use it against 
someone who intends to inflict bodily 
harm. It makes no sense, and these laws 
needs to be reviewed so women can defend 
themselves without possibly getting into 
legal trouble because of it. 
Some eyebrows will be raised as to 
whether self-defence weapons will be used 
for self-defence at all, which is a legitimate 
concern. Pepper spray and tasers can be 
used as assault weapons as much as they 
can be used for defence. By no means 
am I suggesting we legalize all these 
weapons for free public use. However, with 
a background check, registration, and a 
program to ensure that any purchasers use 
these items only in the case of self-defence, 
I believe anyone’s concerns about malicious 
intent would be calmed. 
Women are at higher risk of being 
assaulted, and should be able to protect 
themselves, but by criminalizing self-
defence weapons, that leaves minimal 
options for them to do this. Self-defence 
weapons should be legalized so that we can 
protect ourselves or at least feel safe when 
walking home late at night. 
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ö∠ All we want is to feel safe, or at least have some peace of mind 
How can women protect themselves if 
self-defence weapons are illegal?
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
I’m one of those lucky bastards who can eat as much food as possible 
without gaining a pound. I won a trip 
to Las Vegas to see my favourite artist 
by just sending an email. I met a lovely 
(and hot) actor/model, who would later 
become my boyfriend, on the SkyTrain. 
I’ve gotten three great jobs without 
even having to search for them… and 
the list goes on. So, yes, I believe in luck 
and I consider myself a lucky person. 
I attribute most of my joys and 
successes—even some fiascos—to luck. 
I just don’t say it out loud very often 
because most people think that it’s a 
mediocre way of thinking, and that only 
preparation, hard work, and dedication 
will truly lead to success. By no means 
am I a sloth who sits around waiting 
for good things to happen to me. I 
just believe and admit that luck has 
played a significant role in my life. I’m 
not the only one; former US President 
Barack Obama thinks the same way. 
Back in 2016, during Howard 
University’s commencement ceremony, 
Obama stated that one of his pet peeves 
was “People who have been successful 
and don’t realize they’ve been lucky.” 
Recently, toward the end of his interview 
with David Letterman on the talk show 
My Next Guest Needs No Introduction 
on Netflix, Obama turned the subject 
of the conversation to luck by asking 
a simple rhetorical question: “Don’t 
you say to yourself ‘Boy, am I lucky?’”
He goes on to say “One of the things 
I’m always surprised by is when I see 
people who have been successful in 
business or entertainment or politics, 
and they’re absolutely convinced that 
it’s all because they were so smart. And 
I’m always saying, well, look, I worked 
hard, and I’ve got some talent, but there 
are a lot of hardworking, talented people 
out there. There was this element of 
chance to it. There was this element 
of serendipity.” He finished by asking 
Letterman if he felt that way as well.
“I have been nothing but lucky,” 
Letterman agreed. He then went on 
to talk about his Spring Break of 1965. 
While he and his friends were on a cruise 
ship getting wasted, there were people 
fighting for their rights and risking 
their lives on the Selma to Montgomery 
marches. “Why wasn’t I in Alabama? 
Why was I not aware? I have been 
nothing but lucky and the luck continues 
here this evening,” Letterman concluded.
Here are two successful men 
acknowledging the role of luck in their 
lives; acknowledging that not everything 
relies on their hard work and dedication; 
acknowledging that meritocracy is just 
a myth because first you must be lucky 
enough to be born—the chances of you 
being born are about one in 400 trillion!
Think about it. Maybe you haven’t 
experienced as many serendipitous 
moments as I have, and you likely are not 
the president of a nation, but I’m sure 
luck has always been your companion 
in life. If you are Canadian, it was your 
great luck to be born in this amazing 
country. If you are an immigrant, like 
me, it is our great luck to be here, too.
Daniela Becerril
Contributor
ö∠ Even Barack Obama thinks so
There is luck in everyone’s life 
whether you believe it or not
issue 19 // volume 44 opinions // no. 15
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People don’t give soup enough credit, but they should. It’s delicious, 
healthy, and easy to make. A hot bowl of 
soup is one of life’s greatest pleasures—
not only does it satisfy your stomach, it 
warms your heart and soul. It also makes 
for quick comfort food, especially on a 
cold day. Don’t feel like eating? Drink it! 
There are so many advantages to soup, 
there is no doubt it is a soup-erior dish.
Whether you enjoy ramen, phờ, 
or even just classic tomato, there is no 
wrong way to have soup. It is a vehicle 
for any combination of ingredients, it’s 
extremely flexible with whatever you 
put in it or how you prepare it, and it’s 
incredibly easy and fun to make. All 
you need to do to make it is a broth, or 
a roux, to start. After putting in the rest 
of the ingredients, you let it simmer 
and BAM, dinner is served. It doesn’t 
get any easier than that. It’s also simple 
to store and you can freeze it for a long 
time, meaning you can always have 
some soup on hand. If you don’t feel 
like cooking a soup from scratch, pre-
made soups are also a great option. 
Another thing I love about soup 
is its versatility. You could literally 
throw anything into a soup and it 
would be a delicious meal. You can 
eat it as a full, hearty meal, or eat 
it as a side with something else, 
like a nice sandwich or salad. 
This liquid meal is also a healthier 
food option as it retains the vitamins 
and minerals of all the food you put it 
in; since you don’t drain the water 
when making soup, it just 
becomes part of the broth. 
The high-water content 
also means that while your 
appetite is satisfied, you’re 
staying hydrated at the same 
time. This is also why chicken 
soup is often hailed as a cure for 
the common cold; it’s hydrating and 
an anti-inflammatory, which will 
alleviate most of your symptoms. 
There are no negatives when it 
comes to soup, except maybe 
that icky skin that forms when 
you leave it out too long, but 
otherwise it’s the perfect food. 
Soups are such a broad 
category of food, so depending 
on what you’re in the mood 
for you can prepare it however 
you want. Make it creamy or 
rich, thick or watery, sweet or 
savoury; soup is satisfying in 
literally every possible way. It 
doesn’t matter what your diet 
is, soup is everyone’s friend. 
Whether it be in the dead of 
winter, or the hottest day of the 
summer, soup is the answer. 
ö∠Why soup is the best food ever invented
A soup-erb meal
Illustration by Cara Seccafien
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
If you travel to the Coquitlam campus by SkyTrain, you have probably become 
acquainted with the muddy footpath that 
greets us first thing in the morning. 
The path cuts across the grass field 
from the northwest corner of Pinetree 
Way and Town Centre Boulevard to 
the central courtyard. While there are 
two paved footpaths to follow, they are 
approximately 63 metres (206 feet) 
from the corner, which might explain 
why many SkyTrain commuters opt 
for a shortcut. It is, after all, the most 
direct route between Lafarge Lake-
Douglas station and the campus. 
Wikipedia describes this as a “desire 
path” or “bootleg trail.” Specifically: “A 
path created as a consequence of erosion 
caused by human or animal footfall or 
traffic. The path usually represents the 
shortest or most easily-navigated route 
between an origin and destination.” 
The campus desire path is a 
convenient alternative to the official 
footpaths during the summer months, 
but it turns into a giant mud puddle 
whenever it rains. This, in turn, forces 
anyone who braves the path to trudge 
through the mud. It’s a rather undignified 
way to approach the campus. In fact, it 
feels like a middle finger to transit users. 
I don’t think the college is guilty 
of malicious intent. Rather, I believe 
that it’s an oversight on the part of 
planners who view the world from the 
perspective of a motorist, in which 
the needs of pedestrians and transit 
users are an afterthought, at best. In 
short, it’s a symptom of Canadian 
car culture that seems to be a central 
part of Canadian life and identity. 
Here in Canada, we tend to build our 
communities and society to accommodate 
cars as opposed to people, to the point 
where car-dependency is embedded 
into nearly every aspect of life. It really 
sucks. This is especially relevant at 
a college where a significant portion 
of students commute via transit. 
In 2006, Douglas College lobbied 
TransLink to add a SkyTrain stop at 
the Coquitlam campus on what would 
become the Evergreen Extension of the 
Millennium Line. “Students have told 
us that one of the difficulties of taking 
classes here (at the David Lam campus) 
is public transit,” said Susan Witter who 
was the president of Douglas College 
at the time. “We know that 60 per cent 
of our students take public transit.”  
The college knows that we exist. 
In fact, TransLink even incorporated 
the college in the name of the nearby 
station, so one might think that the 
college would notice how we are 
getting to school and pave the path. 
A muddy footpath might not seem 
like a big deal in the grand scheme of 
things, but I view it as a kind of “death 
by a thousand cuts.” It’s an insignificant 
experience in isolation, but the misery 
really adds up over the course of a 
semester. So, I respectfully request that 
Douglas College do this one thing that 
will make my day, and possibly many 
other students’ days, just a bit less shitty. 
ö∠ No more trudging through the mud
We need a footpath between the Coquitlam 
campus and SkyTrain station
Nathaniel Christopher
Contributor
opinions // no. 16 theotherpress.ca
It is hypocritical to stigmatize illegal drug use, and yet be completely 
fine with alcohol and tobacco. 
First off, alcohol has recently 
scored highest in the category of 
harmful substances in a UK study 
conducted by David Nutt and others 
in the Lancet.  It beat out heroin, crack 
cocaine, meth, and a flurry of other 
illegal drugs. This study accounted 
for many different factors, including 
dependency, harmfulness to users, and 
harmfulness to others. Tobacco was 
wedged in just below cocaine in harm 
to users. Noticeably, mushrooms, LSD, 
and ecstasy all scored near the bottom. 
Why, then, is alcohol a completely 
acceptable substance to use, while illegal 
drugs are not? If it’s more dangerous, 
why do we have half-time show ads 
promoting it on national television?
I’m not saying that everyone should 
throw tomatoes at people drinking beer, 
or should start dropping acid at music 
festivals. Rather, I think we need to start 
looking at drug use a little differently. 
The link between childhood 
trauma and drug addiction has already 
been well established. According to 
an article posted on dualdiagnosis.
org, “two-thirds of all addicts [have] 
previously experienced some type 
of physical or sexual trauma during 
childhood.”  This link is important 
because the conversations surrounding 
addiction rarely address why people 
turn to drugs in the first place. Drugs 
can be used to dull pain, so why are we 
focused on treating drug use instead of 
the reasons why someone uses drugs?
Addiction is still a prickly topic for 
people. It’s incredibly hard for addicts to 
come forward and get help, or for those 
who’ve recovered to speak out about it. 
When you have people like the Marpole 
protestors claiming that homeless people 
are dangerous because drugs will be 
brought into the community, you do 
more harm than good.  Interventionism 
has been proven not to work for a 
long time and people need support 
when struggling with addiction.
When people condemn drug users, 
they’re missing the whole picture. Yes, 
drugs are bad for your health, but the 
people that use them are not immoral 
monsters. In no way are drug users any 
worse than anyone else. Yet drug users 
are heavily stigmatized for powerful 
addictions that are difficult to control. 
Overall, the crux of this issue is 
connected to the legality of certain 
substances. Why can’t all drugs be 
decriminalized? That way, drug use 
can be regulated, and the government 
can even make some money rather 
than wasting funds by arresting drug 
users. It could help with stigmatization 
and would also, ideally, be safer for 
people to consume. It wasn’t that long 
ago that the Prohibition was in full 
swing, which made drinking alcohol 
illegal. We changed those laws when 
they proved ineffective. Therefore, it’s 
possible for these laws to be amended 
when they’re obviously not working.
There is something to be said 
about a society that actively stigmatizes 
those who have often suffered the 
most. That is why I think there needs 
to be a shift in how we view drugs 
and the people who use them.
Katie Czenczek
Staff  Writer
ö∠ Just because a drug is legal doesn’t make it any better
Stop stigmatizing illegal drug users
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When Hello Games announced No Man’s Sky at the 2013 VGX Awards, 
they unintentionally started a hype 
train that would derail in spectacular 
fashion when the game was finally 
released three years later. The marketing 
promised—or suggested the promise—
of piracy, adventuring, near-infinite 
exploration, multiplayer mode, and a 
deep mythos. What players ended up 
with was a $60 random terrain generator 
that crashed every half hour and had 
none of the features they were most 
excited about. The resulting backlash 
was one of the loudest and most vitriolic 
for an indie game. After slinking into 
the shadows to avoid the trolls and 
potential lawsuits, however, Hello Games 
stepped up and turned No Man’s Sky into 
something almost legitimately good.
Much of the initial hype around 
the game was around its procedural 
generation and player freedom. The first 
trailers showed diverse and colorful 
worlds with majestic creatures and 
towering trees as the player dodged 
space pirates and engaged in colossal 
space battles. The actual worldbuilds 
ended up looking incredibly generic 
with a small number of art assets, and 
players quickly found out that aerial 
dogfights and space battles didn’t even 
exist in the scope of the game. Given the 
level of disappointment, it is no surprise 
that would-be fans hyperbolized the 
disaster of the release. It gave Hello 
Games and its charismatic leader, Sean 
Murray, bad reputations that stuck in 
the gaming community. After nearly 
two years of live development, though, 
I think it’s safe to say No Man’s Sky has 
done an about-face after the release 
of three massive free updates, and a 
fourth on the way. The team put in the 
effort despite a barrage of online hate, 
and they deserve the credit for it.
After three months of corporate 
silence following their disastrous release, 
Hello Games announced the start of 
the Foundation Update. This overhaul 
added base-building, space freighters, 
new game modes, and a ton of new art 
assets. A few months later the Pathfinder 
Update launched, adding vehicle 
creation, spaceship variations, and a 
large graphical improvement. The third 
update released a year after No Man’s 
Sky launched, and was the largest to 
date. It introduced an entirely new story, 
large-scale space battles, interstellar 
teleportation portals, and a ton of UI and 
quality-of-life improvements. All these 
were free, and all of them were developed 
by a tiny indie company in England 
in less than a year. That would be an 
impressive feat for a triple-A developer—
it’s almost herculean for these guys. 
In the end, it was worth the effort.
Players have been drawn slowly back 
into No Man’s Sky. Excitement for the 
game is rising, partly due to the updates 
and to its now-reduced cost, and people 
have good reason to be optimistic. It’s 
far from what it was promised to be, but 
it went from having the entertainment 
value of a mid-2000s flash game to a 
fully-fledged title with a lot to enjoy. It’s 
an incredibly fun experience now, and 
best enjoyed while mindlessly zoned 
out listening to a podcast. If you have 
a long-forgotten copy or can find it for 
cheap, you’re doing yourself a disservice 
if you don’t at least give it a chance.
‘No Man’s Sky’ is almost great now
ö∠ Living up to the hype, two years after release
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
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Have an idea for a story? 
! humour@theotherpress.ca
 ! Canada too polite to call Tim Hortons out 
on its BS
 ! Sun Yat-sen Garden renamed to Rogers 
Garden
 ! Comics!
And more!
For the past 37 years I have read the Other Press student newspaper. 
It has brought me back from the 
brink of insanity during the “Good 
Television Show Shortage” of ’91, 
along with bringing me to tears 
during the “turning onions into 
newspaper” initiative in the ’80s. I 
have stuck with this newspaper for 
a large chunk of my life, no matter 
what I happened to be doing at the 
time, which, evidently, turned out to 
be very little. Unfortunately, I have 
had something on my mind for quite 
a while, and only now do I have the 
courage to express my thoughts. 
Over the years I’ve seen your 
brilliant advancement in news 
coverage and how your illustrations 
just keep improving as the years 
pass, but there’s one thing I haven’t 
seen change for the better. In all 
my 37 years of reading your fine 
publication, the taste of your paper 
has never gotten any better. 
I’ve tried frying it, I’ve tried 
putting it in stews, yet nothing 
improves the flavour of your pages. 
I’ve tried shredding it and cubing 
it. I’ve tried folding it into paper 
swans and eating those raw. I’ve 
tried mailing it to myself and 
eating it after it’s been around the 
block and touched by the hands 
of several mail deliverers. I’ve also 
tried eating only certain parts 
of the paper, keeping away from 
ink-heavy sections such as large 
illustrations, or the recently defunct 
sports section, but alas, this does 
not change the taste, although it 
kept my hospital visits down to 
a minimum for some unknown 
reason. I’ve tried just eating the food-
related articles, thinking that maybe 
they would taste better, but my 
attempts have proven to be useless. 
I’ve asked for advice from anyone 
who would listen. I am determined to 
make it work, but all I keep being told 
is “Just stop eating the newspaper,” 
and “I just want to ride the bus, 
stop talking to me,” or “Please stop 
phoning 911, this isn’t what this line 
is meant for,” and none of these 
options seem right to me. So, I am 
writing to you to not only give 
you some well-needed insight 
into your customer base, but 
also seek your help in improving 
everyone’s newspaper experience. I’ll 
be honest, I’ve thought about giving 
up on you. I thought about seeking 
other newspapers to eat, magazines 
even, but I don’t want to give up on 
your newspaper, no matter what 
it tastes like, no matter 
what any person or 
concerned doctor 
says. I will stick 
with you and 
we can figure 
this out. That’s 
a promise. 
Letter to the Editor: Some overdue advice
ö∠ Better late than never
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Contributor
Ingredients:
1/2 box of strawberries
1 sleeve of wafers
1 banana
5 Jersey Milk or Dairy Milk bars
• Dress up nice and shower for the first time in 
a few days; you’ve got a date coming over.
• Tidy the house slightly by hiding your dirty dishes 
in the shower. Put out your unopened Radiohead 
vinyl so that your date might think you’re cool. 
• Queue a romantic comedy on Netflix so you 
don’t have to go through your “Recently 
Watched” later and have your date discover 
that all you watch is animated adult comedy.
• Light some candles and brush your 
hair in the last few minutes before 
your date is scheduled to arrive.
• Sit patiently and watch as time cruelly 
dwindles away via melting candles.
• Get anxious and text your date, asking 
if they are simply running late. Wait 20 
more minutes before getting the reply: 
“Hey, I’m really sorry, but something came 
up! I hope you have a good night!”
• Light up your fondue pot and toss a chocolate 
bar inside. Poke at it for a while, only to be 
disappointed that it’s breaking down into greasy 
chunks rather than warm, melty chocolate. 
• Turn fondue off and leave a chocolate 
mess in the fondue pot.
• Take off nice clothes and try to take 
another shower to feel better. Pull back 
the shower curtain. Remind yourself 
that you need to do the dishes.
• Put your depression clothes back on.
• Take remaining chocolate, fruit, and wafers 
into the living room and immediately rate your 
chosen romantic comedy a “thumbs down.” 
• Put on episode of Bob’s Burgers, but tune it 
out since you’ve seen it so many times. 
• Shove wafers into your mouth and feel the 
crumbs cascade into your lap as quickly as your 
heart sank when your date cancelled on you on 
Valentine’s Day. Wash it down with remaining 
chocolate bars, half a banana, and one strawberry.
• Swipe meaninglessly through Tinder and wonder 
whether anyone will ever love you again. 
• Think about how you gave your all in your last 
relationship—or at least how you think you did. 
• Determine that you just weren’t attractive enough. 
Or maybe you didn’t excite them enough, since 
you didn’t even have sex for the last three months 
of the relationship. Or maybe you just expected 
a partner to fill the emptiness in yourself.
• Cry for a bit and delete your dating site accounts. 
You’ll be back in a few days. You always are. 
Mercedes Deutscher
Social Media Coordinator
Chocolate fondue recipe
ö∠ Depression meals: Dessert for one
humour // no. 18 theotherpress.ca
Tim Hortons was in the news again last month after the company cut 
employees’ paid breaks and work benefits 
in Ontario to offset the province’s 
minimum wage hike. This has been one 
in a long line of problematic actions from 
the company, with other issues including 
their degrading food quality and various 
human rights disputes. There have been 
short-lived protests against the cuts, but 
despite the country-wide outrage towards 
the company, many Canadians have done 
little to make change happen. The Other 
Press decided to send a reporter to the 
source of the problem to find out what the 
fuss was about and exactly why, despite 
the outrage on Facebook through posts 
and poorly-made memes, Canadians aren’t 
doing more to push for policy change. 
Getting into a local chain took a 
very long time, as I was held up by two 
people saying “No, after you,” at the door 
for 20 solid minutes. Once I was inside 
the establishment, I was surprised by 
the amount of people buying food and 
coffee instead of chanting catchy protest 
slogans and holding signs with bad puns. 
“Oh yeah, I was pissed!” said Carley 
Alben, local Tim Hortons customer, 
though her words were nearly inaudible 
due to her mouth being full of at 
least two donuts. “I can’t believe this 
company would do such a thing.” 
She then pointed to the food I had 
bought and asked if “I was gunna eat 
that donut.” After watching her consume 
her own donuts at a speed previously 
believed to be humanly impossible, I 
certainly wasn’t going to eat mine. 
When asked why she didn’t boycott 
Tim Hortons, Alben stated that she just 
didn’t want to be seen as “that person.”
“I just didn’t want to be rude and 
make a fuss, you know? As Canadians, 
we’re supposed to uphold this standard 
of politeness. We can’t let a little 
human rights violation and corporate 
greed from a Canadian company 
throw us off our  niceness game.” 
When told that Tim Hortons 
is no longer owned by Canada, she 
pushed the need for politeness further, 
stating that “If Tim Hortons isn’t 
even a Canadian company anymore 
we have to be even more polite, since 
they are guests in our country.” 
John Ternik, a local advocate for 
workers’ rights who holds his weekly 
meetings at a 24/7 Tim Hortons in 
downtown Vancouver was also angry when 
he heard the news about the wage cuts.
“I was definitely outraged when I 
learned what Tim Hortons was doing,” 
said Ternik. “But, bringing these issues 
up to the people in charge would just 
be a super awkward conversation, 
you know? I didn’t want to be rude or 
anything. It’s better to just leave it.” 
When asked how successful Ternik’s 
advocate group was in getting fair rights 
for workers, he told the Other Press that 
they are “not very successful, and for 
the life of us we can’t figure out why.” 
Sun Yat-sen Garden, once dedicated to Chinese revolutionary and “Father 
of the Nation” Dr. Sun Yat-sen, has been 
purchased by Rogers Communication 
and renamed to Rogers Garden. The 
move was immediately and loudly 
criticized by people who don’t use 
Rogers as a service provider, while those 
who do suddenly have been unable to 
browse or text without upgrading to a 
more expensive plan. The garden acted 
as a cultural center for Chinatown and 
the larger mainland Chinese community 
in Vancouver, and was crafted by 
professional architects following 
the traditions of Chinese gardening. 
Earlier this week, Rogers announced 
a series of dynamic and innovative 
changes that prove to be even more 
controversial than the new name.
The name change was met with 
almost universal disdain. Protests have 
been continuing in Chinatown for over 
a week, growing stronger when Rogers 
insisted they didn’t want to supplant the 
pre-existing culture around the garden, 
but instead “assimilate it into the 
larger telecom conglomerate” in what 
they called the “One-Rogers Policy.” 
The unpopular renaming of Toronto’s 
Skydome and Vancouver’s GM Place 
were apparently only the first steps 
into this bold rebranding initiative. 
In email interviews with the Other 
Press, activists from Chinatown and 
across Vancouver called the changes 
“deeply insulting and grounds for a 
potential lawsuit,” before their internet 
connections were mysteriously cut.
Seeking to both placate a growing 
PR disaster and to open the garden 
to a broader customer base, Rogers 
announced the future of the Rogers 
Garden will pay homage to Dr. Sun Yat-
sen by following his Three Principles 
of the People, Sun’s philosophical 
treatise for revolutionary China. 
The first is principle is nationalism, 
which Rogers will express by allowing 
different nations to open pavilions 
around the garden. Uncomfortably, 
the participating nations were 
selected by an internet poll, leading 
to Tibet, Taiwan, and Hong Kong 
being selected simply for laughs. The 
second principle is democracy, which 
means Rogers is reluctantly staying 
committed to using internet polls for 
all major decisions. The third principle 
is roughly understood to be socialism, 
which Rogers chose to interpret by 
raising the price of admission into the 
garden. These decisions were poorly 
received across the political spectrum.
Despite the unpopularity, the 
telecom giant has no intention of 
backing out or slowing down their 
plans to remake Canada in their 
image. In the announcement of the 
controversial purchase, Rogers CEO 
Joe Natale added that it “opens up new 
opportunities for future rebranding. 
The Downtown Eastside has a bad 
rap—renaming it ‘Rogers Village’ 
could really help the community.” 
Natale went on to discuss future 
plans to rebrand other landmarks of the 
Lower Mainland, suggesting the “Rogers 
Peace Arch,” the “Rogers Cenotaph,” and 
the “Rogers Telus World of Science.”
Sun Yat-sen Garden renamed 
to Rogers Garden
Canada too polite to call Tim 
Hortons out on its BS 
ö∠ Iconic Vancouver landmark bought out by telecom giant
ö∠ Country chooses Double Double over trouble 
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